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SpringBoard ELA Family 
Program Guide for Grade 8 
This guide gives you insight into the content addressed in the 
SpringBoard ELA classroom, as well as ways to support your student at 
home if your school district selects SpringBoard ELA for its curriculum. 

About SpringBoard ELA 

Developed by teachers for teachers, SpringBoard offers core instructional materials in 

print and digital form that are aligned to College and Career Readiness Standards, 

Advanced Placement (AP) coursework, and the SAT Suite of Assessments. SpringBoard 

brings the classroom to life with materials that help students practice the skills and learn 

the knowledge they need to excel in high school and beyond. SpringBoard ELA provides 

student-centered instruction, classroom-proven resources, and a curriculum aligned with 

state standards—along with focused workshops in Language, Close Reading, and Writing. 

What will your student be doing? 

▪ Working collaboratively to take charge of their learning to create a more dynamic classroom experience 

▪ Engaging in daily lessons that meet the high expectations of state standards 

▪ Using an integrated approach that allows reading, writing, speaking, and listening to be learned together 

▪ Examining essential questions through reading, classroom discussion, and writing  

▪ Engaging in classroom discussion and learning new vocabulary  

▪ Learning strategies and structures for closely reading   

▪ Examining compelling texts—fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, visuals, and film 

▪ Practicing good reading habits and strategies that will transfer to other subjects and independent reading 

▪ Writing in all the major modes, emphasizing argumentative, informational, and narrative 

▪ Applying their understanding of the author’s craft to their own writing 

▪ Analyzing and critiquing their work and the work of others 
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How can you support your student at home? 

Research has shown that family involvement is valuable for students’ academic growth. Here are a few ways you can support 
your student and the work they’re doing in class. 

 
▪ Become familiar with the current SpringBoard unit. Browse the readings, writing prompts, and Embedded 

Assessment assignments. To see which skills students are expected to demonstrate on the Embedded 

Assessments, take a look at the Scoring Guides. (See table of unit overviews below.) 

▪ Ask open-ended questions. What are you reading this week? What kinds of things did you discuss in English 

class today? What assignment are you working on? How prepared do you feel for the assessment or 

assignment coming up? What do you need to practice? 

▪ Encourage independent reading. Reading independently is an important skill to foster in your student, and 

SpringBoard ELA includes support for building it into class time. Students create independent reading plans 

at the beginning of each unit and are asked to respond to prompts periodically. Check in with your student 

to ask which text(s) they’ve chosen and what they’re learning. (See the “Planning for Independent Reading” 

sections below to understand each unit's independent reading focus.) 

You can also help your student find interesting texts through Zinc Reading Labs (available through SpringBoard 

Digital), which includes articles with interactive close reading support, vocabulary development, and reading 

quizzes. You can also encourage your student to get books from the school or local library. 

 

Links to Additional Resources 

▪ See sample lessons at springboard.collegeboard.org/sample-resources. 

▪ Watch a video overview showing how to use SpringBoard Digital. 

SpringBoard Digital Student Overview ELA in English: springboard.collegeboard.org/SBD-Overview-English. 

SpringBoard Digital Student Overview ELA in Spanish: springboard.collegeboard.org/SBD-Overview-Spanish.  

▪ Check out the research supporting SpringBoard at springboard.collegeboard.org/research. 

 

 

 

  

https://springboard.collegeboard.org/ela/curriculum-and-resources/sample-resources
https://youtu.be/uDT-Bcxj8wU
https://youtu.be/OtPHr-8uBwU
https://springboard.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/springboard-research-compendium.pdf
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SpringBoard ELA Unit Overview for Grade 8 

UNIT 1: THE CHALLENGE OF HEROISM 

What is this unit about? Texts Vocabulary 
Overview  
Students will explore the concept of heroism 
and think about it analytically and creatively 
from diverse perspectives. By studying heroes 
from across time and cultures, students will 
discover similarities and differences between 
mythological, literary, and real-life heroes. 
 
Essential Questions  
• What defines a hero? 
• How does the Hero’s Journey archetype 

appear in stories throughout time? 
 
What will students do?  
• Create and present an original illustrated 

narrative based on the Hero’s Journey 
archetype. 

• Analyze and synthesize a variety of texts 
to develop an original definition of hero. 

• Analyze and evaluate informational and 
narrative texts for ideas, structure, and 
language. 

• Compose texts that convey information 
about a topic using strategies of 
definition. 

"The Drummer Boy of Shiloh" by Ray 
Bradbury  

"A Man" by Nina Cassian  

"Ithaka" by C.P. Cavafy  

Excerpt from The Narrative of the Life 
of Frederick Douglass, an American 
Slave by Frederick Douglass  

"Soldier home after losing his leg in 
Afghanistan" by Gale Fiege  

Excerpt from White House Funeral 
Sermon for Abraham Lincoln by Dr. 
Phineas D.Gurley  

Big Hero 6 (Directed by Don Hall and 
Chris Williams)  

"Frederick Douglass" by Robert 
Hayden  

Excerpt from the Odyssey by Homer 

Excerpt from A Wrinkle in Time by 
Madeleine L'Engle  

Excerpt from A Wrinkle in Time: The 
Graphic Novel by Hope Larson  

"A Definition of a Gentleman" by John 
Henry Newman  

"Where I Find My Heroes" by Oliver 
Stone  

"O Captain! My Captain!" by Walt 
Whitman  

ACADEMIC 

concise 
nuance 
function 
negation 
coherence 
 
LITERARY 

archetype 
pacing 
mood 
point of view 
epic 
mnemonic devices 
tone 
diction 
denotation 
connotation 
allegory 

Planning for Independent Reading   
The focus of this unit is the Hero’s Journey archetype. For Embedded Assessment 1, students will be writing their 
own Hero’s Journey narrative with accompanying visuals. In the previous activity, students were able to preview 
the stages of the Hero’s Journey using a film. Now, in their Independent Reading, they have the opportunity to read 
a full-length Hero’s Journey story. Reading a full-length story will help students with creating their Embedded 
Assessment, and it will expose them to how authors create a Hero’s Journey narrative. In the back of their 
SpringBoard book, they’ll find a list of suggested Hero’s Journey narratives. 
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UNIT 2: THE CHALLENGE OF UTOPIA 

What is this unit about? Texts Vocabulary 
Overview 
Students will first study a novel to explore the 
concepts of utopia and dystopia. Then they 
will learn how to develop an effective 
argument by understanding your audience 
and using research and logic to support a 
claim. 
 
Essential Questions 
• To what extent can a perfect or ideal 

society exist? 
• What makes an argument effective? 

 
What will students do? 
• Analyze a novel for thematic 

development. 
• Recognize and analyze literary elements 

in a novel. 
• Analyze characteristics of 

argumentative and informational texts 
by evaluating ideas, structure, and 
language. 

• Develop informative/explanatory texts 
using the compare/contrast 
organizational structure. 

• Develop effective arguments using 
logical reasoning, relevant evidence, and 
persuasive appeals for effect. 

"Banned Books Week: Celebrating the 
Freedom to Read" by American Library 
Association 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury  

"Private Eyes" by Brooke Chorlton  

"The Very Human Problem Blocking 
the Path to Self-Driving Cars" by Alex 
Davies  

"Five Challenges for Self-Driving Cars" 
by Laurel Hamers  

"The Promise of a Post-Driver Life" by 
Edward Humes  

"Representative Urges Action on the 
Media" 

About a Utopia and a Dystopia 

"In a Dreadfully Perfect World" by 
Benjamin Obler  

"It's Time to Tap the Brakes on Self-
Driving Cars" by The Times Editorial 
Board 

"Harrison Bergeron" by Kurt Vonnegut  

 

ACADEMIC 

perspective 
Socratic 
seminar 
argument 
illustration 
analogy 
anecdote 
debate 
controversial 
research 
 
LITERARY 

science fiction 
protagonist 
antagonist 
flashback 
foreshadowing 

Planning for Independent Reading 
During this half of the unit, students will read a science fiction novel together as a class. The protagonist in this 
novel is a hero fighting against a challenge in society. Students think about a challenge in their own society that 
interests them. Students research news articles, narrative nonfiction texts, or contemporary short stories that 
discuss that challenge and what people are trying to do to fix it. 
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UNIT 3: THE CHALLENGE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

What is this unit about? Texts Vocabulary 
Overview 
Students will study the past as a way to act 
on their future. By reading texts from the 
Holocaust, students will grapple with 
significant challenges from history and then 
examine current national or global issues. 
 
Essential Questions 
• Why is it important to learn about the 

Holocaust? 
• How can one person make a difference? 

 
What will students do? 
• Compare thematic development in 

multiple literary texts in different genres. 
• Work collaboratively to plan and perform 

oral presentations. 
• Organize a draft with a purposeful 

structure, including an introduction, 
transitions, and a conclusion. 

• Research and summarize information 
from a variety of sources about an issue 
of national or global significance. 

• Advocate a position using rhetorical 
appeals while employing effective 
presentation techniques. 

"On a Sunny Evening" by Anonymous 

“Wangari Maathai" by BBC News 

Life Is Beautiful by Roberto Benigni  

Terrible Things: An Allegory of the 
Holocaust by Eve Bunting  

“Address by Cesar Chavez," by Cesar 
Chavez  

Excerpt from The Diary of a Young Girl 
by Anne Frank  

"The Butterfly" by Pavel Friedmann  

Excerpt from The Diary of Anne Frank 
by Frances Goodrich and Albert 
Hackett 

Excerpt from Prisoner B-3087 by Alan 
Gratz  

Excerpt from Number the Stars by Lois 
Lowry  

"Nobel Lecture by Wangari Maathai, 
Oslo, December 10, 2004" by Wangari 
Maathai  

About Freerice.com 

Excerpt from Do Something! A 
Handbook for Young Activists 

Free Rice Online Quiz Game 

Public Service Announcements 

"First They Came for the Communists" 
by Martin Niemöller  

Excerpt from In My Hands: Memories 
of a Holocaust Rescuer by Irene Gut 
Opdyke with Jennifer Armstrong 

Excerpt from "Life After the Holocaust: 
Stories of Holocaust Survivors After 
the War" by Joan Ringelheim and 
Neenah Ellis 

"1980" by Abraham Sutzkever  

Excerpt from "The Nobel Acceptance 
Speech Delivered by Elie Wiesel" by 
Elie Wiesel  

Excerpt from Night by Elie Wiesel  

Excerpt from The Devil’s Arithmetic by 
Jane Yolen 

ACADEMIC 

communication 
résumé 
euphemism 
slogan 
 
LITERARY 

drama 
found poem 
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Planning for Independent Reading 
In this unit, students will be reading selections related to events surrounding World War II and the genocide of a 
people based on their religion. Students may want to read a novel or nonfiction narrative from the additional titles 
mentioned in this unit. Book lists are available in the back of the book, and students can use book discussions and 
recommendations from classmates to help them choose. Students use their Reader/ Writer Notebook to create an 
independent reading plan and to take notes on any questions, comments, or reactions they might have. Students 
refer to these notes as they participate in discussions with classmates throughout the unit. 
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UNIT 4: THE CHALLENGE OF COMEDY 

What is this unit about? Texts Vocabulary 
Overview 
Students will dive into the world of comedy 
as they analyze the elements commonly 
found in humorous writing and media. 
 
Essential Questions 
• How do writers and speakers use humor 

to convey truth? 
• What makes an effective performance 

of a Shakespearean comedy? 
 

What will students do? 
• Use knowledge of genre characteristics 

and purposes to analyze texts. 

• Analyze how a variety of authors create 
humor in print and nonprint texts. 

• Analyze how humor is used to reveal a 
universal truth (theme). 

• Write a well-developed analysis of a 
humorous text. 

• Analyze and perform a scene from a 
Shakespearean comedy. 

• Revise and edit drafts using standard 
English conventions. 

"Who's on First?" by Bud Abbott and 
Lou Costello 

"I've Got a Few Pet Peeves about Sea 
Creatures" by Dave Barry  

From Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman  

Adapted from “Fear Busters—10 Tips 
to Overcome Stage Fright!" by Gary 
Guwe  

"Mooses" by Ted Hughes  

"Underfunded Schools Forced To Cut 
Past Tense From Language 
Programs" from The Onion 

A Midsummer Night's Dream 

"Made You Laugh" by Marc Tyler 
Nobleman  

"Is Traffic Jam Delectable?" by Jack 
Prelutsky  

"The Open Window" by Saki 

From "Brothers" by Joe Scieszka  

Excerpts from A Midsummer Night's 
Dream by William Shakespeare  

"The Power of Pets" by Isha Sharma  

"A Day's Work" from The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain  

Adapted from "9 Public Speaking Tips 
to Get Over Stage Fright" by Emma 
Sarran Webster  

ACADEMIC  

juxtaposition 
derision 
denounce 
caricature 
 
LITERARY 

persona 
voice 
satire 
irony 
dialect 
hyperbole 
alliteration 
pun 
monologue 
multiple points of view 

Planning for Independent Reading 
For outside reading for this unit, students choose texts by writers whom they find humorous. Students might look 
for humorous short stories as well as narrative essays and poetry. They create a list of titles in their Independent 
Reading List of at least five texts based on recommendations from their teacher as well as their own research. 

 


